
NORTHFIELD CLIMATE ACTION PLAN FAQ’S 
What is the Climate Action Plan? 
The City of Northfield adopted a Climate Action Plan (CAP) on November 5, 2019.  The plan sets out long-term 
visions for climate mitigation and resiliency with the following goals for our community: 

• 100% carbon-free electricity by 2030 
• Being a 100% carbon-free community by 2040 

As part of developing the plan we learned that the greenhouse gas emissions from the City come from: 

 

The CAP is organized by four umbrella strategies to move the City toward its goals: 

1. Expand Education and Engagement 
2. Incorporate climate considerations into Policy and Planning 
3. Demonstrate city leadership through Innovation and Demonstration 
4. Maintain momentum and progress through continued Support of the Plan 

Six key topic areas addressed in the actions include: Energy, Transportation, Land Use, Materials & Waste, 
Food and Water.  
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Why is it important? 
So, why should individuals or businesses care about these efforts?  Climate change and its impacts are being 
felt in Minnesota and around the world now. These impacts affect our built environment (floods, fires, 
destruction of roads, buildings, water supply) and us as people (such as extreme heat, cold, diseases, etc.).  
The actions in this plan will help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and slow the impacts from climate 
change as well as helping Northfield be a more resilient community to live, work and play in the changing 
climate.  

Three-Year Targets 
While the CAP is a 20-year plan the following is a summary of the three-year targets which the City of 
Northfield and community members are using to focus their efforts.  

 

What can you do? 
There is much that individuals, businesses and institutions can do to help our community achieve these goals.  
The City has created a webpage, www.ci.northfield.mn.us/sustainability, where you can  

• Read the Climate Action Plan 
• Learn about Sustainability actions and opportunities 
• Go to the Receive Updates icon at the top of the City website – www.ci.northfield.mn.us. Click 

there and sign up for the Sustainability News updates to receive information about events 
• Volunteer with a topic area work group 

Questions?  Please contact Beth Kallestad, City of Northfield Program Coordinator, at 
beth.kallestad@ci.northfield.mn.us or call (507) 645-3074 
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